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TECHNICAL NOTE

Introduction 
When it comes to calibration, it is not enough to state that an instrument complies with published specifications; it is necessary to be ready
to prove it and to have a state-of-the-art system in place to monitor and preserve the quality of all calibrations. 

In 1998, EXFO decided to adopt the necessary measures to base in-house power meter calibration on the latest applicable international
standards, including those established by the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC). In order to achieve this goal, a dedicated team, consisting of both metrology and software development specialists, was
created. The team's mandate was to satisfy the following objectives: 

1. Improve performance 

2. Ensure compliance with IEC 61315 

3. Produce calibration certificates that comply with ISO/IEC 17025 

4. Make a complete uncertainty evaluation based on international standards 

5. Build a dedicated software and database architecture 

The new system was successfully implemented and, immediately, positive results were seen: all of the objectives had been met. 

Improved Performance 
In addition to being fully qualified and automated, EXFO's in-house
power meter calibration system (EPMCS) offers the following
advantages: 

• Quicker calibration time 

• Minimization of uncertainties: system components were chosen 
and qualified before final selection 

• Increased reliability: thanks to the tested ruggedness of all 
components and to the performance of the control software 
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Figure 1. Optical diagram of the EPMCS
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Compliance with IEC 61315 
The IEC has standardized power meter calibration in IEC 61315
Calibration of fiber-optic power meters. During the development stage of
the EPMCS, special care was taken to ensure compliance with the most
recent version of this standard. 

Consequently, a full uncertainty evaluation was carried out to determine
the contribution of all relevant factors. As a result, EXFO can definitively
state the calibration uncertainty and relate it directly to the guaranteed
specifications at reference conditions. 

EXFO's power meters are calibrated using working standards that are
periodically verified against reference standards, which are regularly
calibrated by NIST. These reference standards are high-quality,
temperature-controlled power meters; their detectors have excellent
uniformity; interference effects are minimized and their linearity is better
than ± 0.01 dB over the full range. Therefore, traceability of the power
meter under test to EXFO's NIST-calibrated reference standard is ensured. 

Calibration Certificates that Comply with ISO/IEC 17025 
Knowing customers' ever-growing concern for quality, EXFO makes every effort to ensure the compliance of calibration certificates to
applicable standards. In addition to complying with the IEC 61315 standard, EXFO follows all recommendations on the calibration procedures
and certificates given in ISO/IEC 17025 General requirements for the competence of testing and calibration laboratories. 

Complete Uncertainty Evaluation 
The latest international standards require that calibration uncertainties be evaluated and taken into account when a declaration of conformity
is given for a specification. Our uncertainties evaluations are carried out in accordance with the guidelines stated in the Guide to the
Expression of Uncertainty in Measurement by ISO, IEC, BIPM (Bureau International des Poids et Mesures) and other international
organizations. 

In order to ensure coherence, EXFO makes every effort to establish correspondence between calibration uncertainties, guaranteed
specifications, allowed deviation between the unit and the standard, as well as the conformance assessment of the power meter's status upon
reception of the unit: 

a. Calibration uncertainties are expressed in the certificate. It states the combined uncertainties of the following factors: 

i. Reference standard calibration uncertainty 

ii. Dependence of the reference standard on measurement conditions 

iii. Dependence of the tested meter on measurement conditions 

iv. Other uncertainties due to the setup and measurement method 

In order to determine the contribution of these parameters, the dependence of the detector's response at each point is evaluated for the
source's wavelength uncertainty, light output stability, light output bandwidth, temperature uncertainty, connector-adapter combination, 
fiber type, repeatability of the measurement, power meter linearity and other factors. 

b. Guaranteed specifications are EXFO's published specifications for the unit (may vary depending on wavelength). Every unit that is 
calibrated at EXFO and returned to the customer is guaranteed to comply with published specifications for all parameters that are 
verified in the calibration process. In fact, the calibration process itself foresees the possibility of making all the necessary adjustments 
to ensure compliance, and written proof is given in the "As left" section of the calibration certificate when the Within specifications 
box is checked. 
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Figure 2. Linearity of an EXFO reference standard 
power meter at 1310 nm (measured by NIST)
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Figure 3. Calibration Certificate (page 1)
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Figure 3. Calibration Certificate (page 2)
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c. The allowed deviation is the difference between the measurement of the power meter under test and the reference standard; this is a 
key factor in the determination of whether or not a unit conforms to its specifications. 

d. The conformance assessment of the power meter's status upon reception of the unit requires a judgement on the compliance or non-
compliance with specifications. The result of this judgement depends on the allowed deviation and on the gray zone introduced by 
calibration uncertainties. As a consequence of this gray zone, it is not always possible to draw a firm conclusion regarding the status of
the unit when it is received from the customer. 

Aware of the importance of this step, and following the indications given by ISO/IEC 17025, EXFO introduced, in the "As found" 
section of the certificates, four possible conclusions depending on deviation, guaranteed specifications (Spec) and calibration 
uncertainty (Ucal): 

i. Within specifications 

When measured deviation is within the following limits, the unit is said to be within specifications with a level of confidence of 95 %: 

|deviation| ≤ Spec — Ucal

ii. Within specifications*

This is stated when all measured results are within specification limits. In conformance with ISO/IEC 17025, full compliance cannot be
stated because of measurement uncertainties. Nevertheless, results indicate that the instrument is likely to perform according to 
specifications. 

This zone is bound by the following limits: 

Spec — Ucal < |deviation| ≤ Spec 

iii. Outside specifications*

This is the case when some measured results are outside specification limits. Nevertheless, non compliance cannot be stated because
of measurement uncertainties. 

Limits are given by: 

Spec < |deviation| ≤ Spec + Ucal

In cases where conclusion ii or iii applies to the instrument, it is up to the user to determine if measurements taken prior to the sending
of the unit for verification are considered to be valid or not. This depends on the following factors: 

• Whether a deviation larger than published specifications can be tolerated for these measurements 

• The closeness of the measurements that were taken with the unit to the maximum allowed deviation 

iv. Outside specifications 

In this case, the unit is definitely not within specifications, as deviation is higher than the sum of the specification and the calibration 
uncertainty. 

|deviation| > Spec + Ucal 

For example, for power meter models whose specification and calibration uncertainties are respectively 5 %1 and 4 % (at 1550 nm), 
the deviation will allow us to conclude the following: 

i. Within specifications: |deviation| ≤ 1 % 

ii. Within specifications*: 1 % < |deviation| ≤ 5 % 

iii. Outside specifications*: 5 % < |deviation| ≤ 9 % 

iv. Outside specifications: |deviation| > 9 % 
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1 Note that when converting a linear ratio of error (W/W) to logarithmic scale (dB), the following formula shall be followed: UdB = 10 log10 (1 + Ulin)
The result in logarithmic scale depends on which limit is taken on the linear scale, e.g.: for +5 %, the equivalent is 0.21 dB; whereas for –5 %, the equivalent is –0.22 dB.
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This approach reflects recommendations given by some
European standards, which state that once the result of
a calibration is found to be in the gray zone, statistically,
it is still possible that the unit is within specifications.
Probabilities increase or decrease depending on the
measured deviation compared to calibration
uncertainties and specifications. 

For further information, refer to AFNOR NF X 07-010
(Association Française de Normalisation): The
Metrology Function within the Firm and to ILAC-
G8:1996 (International Laboratory Accreditation
Cooperation): Guidelines on Assessment and
Reporting of Compliance with Specifications. 

Dedicated Software and Database
Architecture 
A considerable amount of effort was deployed by a dedicated team of software specialists to design and develop fully integrated and
automated calibration software. This software controls all components of EXFO's in-house system, statistically processing all measurements
and ensuring a high level of confidence for every result. 

One of the main advantages of this system is the implementation of a database that enables EXFO to keep track of all calibrations and
verifications, thus providing two key benefits. First, to relate any calibration to the working and reference standards used. Second, to keep a
statistical record of power and wavelength calibrations of working standards. This rigorous process ensures the highest quality for all
calibrations performed at each station. 
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Figure 4.  Decision on conformity
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